
 
Dear Crooked Creek Art League Watercolor Workshop Participants, 

 

Thank you for enrolling in my upcoming watercolor workshop and I am anxiously looking 

forward to meeting you.  Our workshop will officially begin on Thursday evening, April 4, at 

6:30 PM with a PowerPoint presentation, which will also be open for all the Crooked Creek Art 

League members to view and enjoy.  With much anticipation, this one-of-a-kind program will 

be a very enlightening and educational experience for all participating students as well as the 

other attending art league members.  Taking into consideration the available time allotted for 

our workshop, this PowerPoint program will not be presented again during our instructional 

days on Friday and Saturday.  Therefore, it would be highly suggested that all students need to 

be in attendance for this Thursday evening program. 

 

My objective for this workshop is to place major emphasis on composition and design and 

therefore I will be conducting an informative two-part PowerPoint presentation.  It is virtually 

impossible to cover so many different watercolor concepts and approaches within the timeframe 

of our workshop.   Therefore, the first part of this PowerPoint presentation will highlight many 

of my painting techniques, procedures, and theories of thought regarding different 

compositional design concepts.  The second part of this PowerPoint program will be a critique 

session that features participating students’ paintings, which were created prior to our 

workshop.  All students who would like to be included in this PowerPoint critique will need to 

send images of their paintings to me by February 20 in order to allow me enough time to 

generate this type of PowerPoint presentation.  However, in the event that you happen to 

register after this deadline, please contact me to work out special arrangements. 

  

For those students who are interested in participating in this PowerPoint critique session, please 

send me images of your work via email at fred@fredgraff.com   In order to minimize the length 

of time for this presentation, only one image per student will be reviewed.  However, students 

may submit up to 2 images if they are uncertain as to which one would be best suited for this 

presentation.  Depending on how many students decide to participate, it may be possible to 

include both images. 

 

For those students who enter competitive exhibitions, it may be of interest to know that the 

painting you use for our PowerPoint presentation will still be eligible, as the painting was not 

created in our workshop and/or completed under my supervision. 

 

mailto:fred@fredgraff.com


Image Specifications:  All images should be saved as a JPG and should be between 1-10 MB 

in size… the larger the better.  Please contact me if you have any questions about these 

specifications.  In the event that I have a problem opening your images, I will contact you. 

 

A few basic suggestions for photographing your artwork: 

•  Make sure you photograph your artwork “straight on” to avoid distorting the outer edges of 

the image.  In other words, try to make sure your camera is centered and focused on the middle 

of the painting so the horizontal and vertical outside edges are parallel with each other as well 

as parallel to the outside edges of the view finder.  The camera should be positioned 

perpendicular to the surface of the artwork. 

•  If possible, do not photograph artwork under glass in order to avoid distracting reflections. 

•  Do not include the mat.  Try to photograph only the artwork.  However, if you have some of 

the mat showing, I will be able to crop it accordingly.   

•  If and when possible, photograph your artwork in different types of lighting, such as indoor 

lighting, outdoor sunlight, shade and/or even during an overcast day. Every camera is uniquely 

different and therefore you may want to experiment and send me your best image. 

•  If you feel the image you took is either too dark or light, let me know and I will try to make 

the necessary adjustments. 

•  If you are unfamiliar with sending email attachments, you can send me a “hard copy” (an 

actual photograph) of your painting. 

 

This PowerPoint presentation will provide you with a tremendous amount of information that 

will be extremely helpful and beneficial for all participants.  Since this PowerPoint presentation 

is technically intended to be an introductory lecture for our workshop, you may want to bring 

your sketchbook and/or pad of paper for the purpose of taking notes. In the event that we do not 

have enough time during the presentation, I will be able to personally address and answer many 

of your questions during the two-days of the workshop.  Looking forward to meeting you and 

becoming familiar with your style and painting direction. 

 

Carpe diem, 

Fred 

 

 


